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Kathryn Berzins
Chair – Ramsgreave Parish Council
7A Paris
Ramsgreave
Blackburn
BB1 9BJ
2nd November 2025
Dear Mr Townsend,
Thank you for your letter responding on behalf of County Councillor Atkinson regarding road safety in Ramsgreave. I appreciate your offer for an officer from the Traffic & Safety Team to meet with us.
However, residents remain deeply frustrated by the continuing lack of progress. We understand that interventions are prioritised based on recorded injury collisions, but this approach fails to account for the near misses that occur on Ramsgreave Road on an almost daily basis. These incidents, while unreported, are well known locally and have made walking, horse riding or cycling along the road increasingly unsafe—particularly for children and older residents.
The suggestion that Ramsgreave benefits from a pavement is misleading. The narrow verge is not a continuous or usable footway: in several sections it is overgrown, damaged, or so narrow that pedestrians must step into the carriageway to pass safely. For much of its length, the road is effectively without any safe pedestrian provision.
Ramsgreave Road is also not a peripheral rural lane but a continuation of the route serving the BAe Samlesbury site and carries significant commuter and HGV traffic. Despite repeated assurances from elected councillors that the problem would be resolved, no practical measures have followed, and residents feel they have exhausted the usual channels.
At the forthcoming meeting, we would like to:
· review the latest traffic, speed, and collision data for Ramsgreave Road;
· understand the actual cost of introducing a reduced speed limit or installing safety measures, so that the community can explore local fundraising or partnership contributions;
· discuss whether BAe, whose activities generate substantial traffic on this route, could reasonably contribute to improvement works;
· explore the potential use of parish precept funding or other joint funding arrangements to support affordable, phased solutions.
Residents are ready to work collaboratively and to raise funds if necessary, but this requires transparency about costs and Council procedures. We would be grateful if indicative costings and relevant policy guidance could be provided in advance of the meeting so that the discussion can focus on achievable next steps.

Yours sincerely,
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Kathryn Berzins
Chair – Ramsgreave Parish Council

cc:
• Councillor Warren Goldsworthy, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport
• Maya Ellis MP
• Lancashire Police (Ribble Valley Neighbourhood Team)
• Councillor Sue Bibby, Ribble Valley Borough Council
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